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SUBJ: JULY 6 BYELECTION CAMPAIGN RUNNING SECOND TO CROPOVER 
FESTIVAL 

1 . SUMMARY. THE CAMPAIGN TO SELECT A SUCCESSOR TO DEMOCRATIC 
LABOUR PARTY (DLP) M.P.FREDERICK SMITH HAS YET TO CATCH THE 
IMAGINATION OF A BARBADOS NOW IN THE MIDDLE OF ITS ANNUAL 
CROPOVER FESTIVAL. THE SPEECH NIGHTS OF RULING BARBADOS 
LABOUR PARTY (BLP) CANDIDATE CHARLIE HINDS HAVE BEEN MORE 
ENERGETIC THAN THOSE OF DLP CANDIDATE DR. RICHIE HAYNES, 

BUT NEITHER ECONOMIC ISSUES OR A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF NAME-CALLING 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GENERATE MUCH ENTHUSIASM. AN INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDATE NAMED CARL HADDOCK, FOR ALL THE INFLUENCE HE WILL HAVE 
OR NUMBER OF VOTES HE WILL RECEIVE, MIGHT BETTER BE NAMED 
HERRING. A TURNOUT OF LESS THAN 3000 VOTERS IS EXPECTED FOR THE 
JULY 6 POLLING. THE VOTES WILL PROBABLY SPLIT CLOSELY BUT IN 
JUDGMENT MANY OBSERVERS IN FAVOR OF THE RULING BLP CANDIDATE 
HINDS. SUCH RESULT WOULD REFLECT HINDS' VOTE-GETTING CAPABILITY, 
THE GENERAL INABILITY OF THE DLP TO PRESENT CONVINCING ALTERNA- 
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TIVES AND THE LACK OF A SERIOUS WEAKNESS IN THE PERFORMANCE 
OF THE BLP GOVERNMENT SINCE ITS ELECTION IN 1976. END SUMMARY. 

2. WHEN THE BLP GOVERNMENT WAS CONFRONTED WITH THE 
RESIGNATION OF DLP M.P. FREDERICK MITH IN APRIL, IT NO 
DOUBT DECIDED TO CALL THE REQUIRED BYELECTION AT A TIME 
WHEN IT KNEW MOST BARBADIANS WOULD BE DEEP 
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IN THE CARNIVAL-LIKE FESTIVAL KNOWN AS CROPOVER. 

TO A CERTAIN EXTENT, THE SELECTION OF JULY 6 AS THE POLLING 
DATE FOR THE BYELECTION IN ST. MICHAEL SOUTH CENTRAL 
DISTRICT HAS ENSURED THAT THE INTEREST AND, THEREFORE, 

VOTER TURNOUT WILL BE RELATIVELY LOW. WHEN THIS IS THE 
CASE, THE MORE ORGANIZED PARTY BENEFITS. THE RULING 
BLP IS BETTER ORGANIZED AT THIS TIME AND HAS THE ADVANTAGE 
OF THE PATRONAGE THAT INCUMBENCY BRINGS. 

3. IN SELECTING 30- YEAR OLD MORTICIAN CHARLIE HINDS AS 

ITS CANDIDATE, THE BLP HAS A MAN WITH PROVEN VOTE-GETTING 
ABILITY SINCE HINDS LOST TO THE VETERAN SMITH BY ONLY 
20 VOTES IN 1976. THE DLP CANDIDATE, MECIAL DOCTOR 
RICHIE HAYNES, NEVER OVERCAME THE BLP'S QUOTE DR. RICHIE 
RICH UNQUOTE LABEL IN THE 1976 GENERAL ELECTION WHEN HE 
WAS SOUNDLY BEATEN BY MINOR BLP FUNCTIONARY JACK ODLE IN 
ANOTHER CONSTITUENCY. HAYNES WILL HAVE TO COME A LONG WAY 
IN THE NEXT WEEK IN SELLING HIS PERSONALITY AND IN 
FORGING SOME DLP UNITY AND ENERGY BEHIND HIM IF HE IS 
TO OFFSET HINDS' PERSONAL ADVANTAGE. 

4. THE BLP GOVERNMENT SINCE 1976. WHILE ENGAGED IN A 
NUMBER OF LOCAL CONTROVERSIES, HAS NOT MADE THE YPE OF 
MISTAKES THAT WOULD MAKE IT PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE 
TO GENERAL ATTACKS DURING THE CAMPAIGN. THE ECONOMIC 
SITUATION OF BARBADOS IS MUCH IMPROVED OVER 1976 AND THE 
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BLP CAN RIGHTLY CLAIM SOME, IF NOT ALL OF THE CREDIT. 

ADDED TO THE LACK OF A SERIOUS WEAKNESS, HOWEVER, IS 
THE DLP'S INABILITY TO DATE TO PRESENT A SERIOUS AND 
ORGANIZED CHALLENGE OR ALTERNATIVE IMAGE TO THE BLP. 

IT'S ALMOST AS THOUGH AFTER 15 YEARS OF RUNNING THE GOVT, 

THE DLP HAS YET TO COME TO GRIPS WITH WHAT IT 
MEANS TO BE IN OPPOSITION. THIS MALAISE, IF YOU WILL, 

HAS BEEN PARTICULARLY EVIDENT IN THE UNINSPIRED PUBLIC REMARKS 
OF FORMER PRIME MINSTER AND LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
ERROL BARROW. BARROW IS STILL BELOVED BY A LARGE PORTION 
OF THE POPULATION, BUT HE IS NOT WINNING ANY 
NEW CONVERTS TO THE DLP AT THE MOMENT. 

5. ACCORDING TO THE CLERK OF PARLIAMENT. NO RULING 
PARTY HAS WON A BYELECTION IN BARBADOS 

SINCE THE MID-1950'S. THERE ALSO MAY BE A PSYCHOLOGICAL 
FACTOR AT WORK NOT TO INCREASE WHAT WAS A 17-7 BLP 
EDGE IN THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY TO AN 18-6 MARGIN. 

IT APPEARS, HOWEVER, THAT THESE FACTORS WILL 
NOT BE STRONG ENOUGH SERIOUSLY TO INFLUENCE THE 
ELECTION RESULTS. OF LIMITED IMPORTANCE, TOO, IS THE 
INDEPENDENT CANDIDACY OF CARL HADDOCK. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WHO, FOR ALL THE INFLUENCE HE WILL HAVE OR NUMBER OF 
VOTES HE WILL RECEIVE, MIGHT BETTER BE NAMED HERRING. 

IN MODERN TIMES, INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES HAVE DONE 
EXTREMELY POORLY IN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS AS HAVE THIRD 
PARTY CANDIDATES. 

6. SHOULD THE DLP WIN, IT WOULD BE HOLDING THE SEAT 

IT HAS NAD SINCE 1966; HAYNES WOULD BE THRUST INTO THE MIDDLE OF 
THE ISLAND'S POLITICAL LIFE; THE RESULTS WOULD BE INTER- 
PRETED AS A WEAKNESS OF THE RULING BLP; AND ANOTHER 
DLP VETERAN M.P., REYNOLD WEEKES, WOULD PROBABLY RESIGN 
HIS ST. PHILIP SOUTH SEAT, CONFIDENT THAT THE DLP WOULD 
HOLD IT WITH ANOTHER, YOUNGER CANDIDATE. 
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7. SHOULD THE BLP WIN, AS NOW APPEARS TO BE THE CASE, 

IT WOULD INCREASE ITS HOUSE MARGIN TO 18-6; THWART THE 
RULING-PARTY-BYELECTION-LOSS TRADITION; CLAIM AN 
ENDORSEMENT OF ITS FIRST TWO YEARS IN OFFICE; AND 
FORCE THE DLP INTO A STAGE OF SERIOUS REASSESSMENT 
AND POSSIBLE IDEOLOGICAL REALIGNMENT. IT IS DOUBTFUL 
THAT EITHER RESULT WOULD DISCERNIBLY EFFECT U.S. 

INTERESTS OR USG-GOB RELATIONS. 

ORTIZ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BYELECTION, ELECTION CAMPAIGNS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRIDGE01749 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780272-0596 

Format: TEL 

From: BRIDGETOWN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978061 3/aaaaaldc. tel 

Line Count: 145 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 0e5ae57e-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 3 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2184531 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JULY 6 BYELECTION CAMPAIGN RUNNING SECOND TO CROPOVER FESTIVAL 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, BB 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/0e5ae57e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



